THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

minster), St. Martin's-in~the-Fields, and St. Clement
Danes; four palaces, including Buckingham Palace,
which was attacked on two occasions; and a number
of art collections and historic buildings such as the
British Museum, the Tate Gallery, the Wallace Col-
lection, Burlington House, the Temple, the Royal
Hospital, Chelsea, and Holland House. The list was,
in fact, striking evidence of the inability of the Nazis
to understand how the opinion of the civilised world
would react to their methods of conducting war.
The Attacks on the Provincial Towns
In the first week of intensive bombardment in
September the casualties caused by the German
raids upon this country numbered 6000; in the last
week of October they had diminished to 2000. Up to
the end of October 14,000 civilians had been killed
and 20,000 seriously injured, three-fourths of these
being in London.1 The rate rose again in mid-
November, when the weight of the German attack
was shifted from London to some of the large pro-
vincial towns. Coventry, Birmingham, Liverpool,
Bristol, Southampton and (later) Sheffield became
the targets for massed attacks. A new chapter in the
cBattle for Great Britain* had begun, it was an-
nounced by the German wireless on December 3.
London's staying power, it was admitted, had
proved to be great, and it was hoped that morale
would be lower in the smaller cities: a hope, it may
be added, which was speedily dispelled by the re-
1 These figures were quoted by Mr. Churchill in the House
of Commons on November 5,1940.